SAINT JANUARIUS

the statue of Charlemagne has been placed? Will he also
come to an agreement with M. Cretet on the subject of the
two fountains which are to be erected, one in the Place de la
Revolution, and the other on the site of the Bastille? They
are of a monumental character, and ought to have statues
and bas-reliefs: the subjects for these can be taken in the
first instance from the Emperor's life, and afterwards
from the history of the Revolution, and of France. Generally
speaking, no opportunity should be missed to humiliate
the Russians and the English. William the Conqueror
and Duguesclin may be given places of honour on these
monuments.

[CORRESP., xii, 1023 5. The Arc de Triomphe in the Place de 1'titoile
is that through which German troops marched in 1871, and French
in 1919, and under which is the Tomb of an Unknown Warrior.]
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ORDERS

TO JOSEPH

SAINT-CLOUD, May 21, 1806.

I HAVE received your letters of May 10 and u. I had
thought, like you, of an Order of St. Januarius. Send me a
note on its constitution and duties. But it seems to me a bit
too religious; and at first sight I don't like the idea of an
Order attached to the Bourbons as its founders. Institutions
of this kind ought to be newly created, and to correspond
from the start, so far as possible, to the needs of the age.
The mere name of St. Januarius raises a smile all over
Europe. We ought to find sornethingthat inspires respect,
and gives rise to imitation. The English themselves are
just trying to start something over there on the lines of the
Legion of Honour....

[JOSEPH, ii, 245. The miraculous liquefaction of the blood of St.
Januarius was the chief event in the ecclesiastical year at Naples.]
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